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EPISTLE TO THE YOUNG MEN’S MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION. 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 453]. 
—0 


Wx Eli permitted his sons to asso- 
ciate with harlots outside the Tem- 
ple, while they lived on the fruits of 
the people's labor, the Lord spoke 
through the boy Samuel and foretold 
what sbould result. A few of our 
th have followed the example of 
li's sons. Their course Fhas been 
downward, and they have trodden the 
path leading to destruction. Among 
all your acquaintances think of one 
who, having deserted and turned away 
from the Lord, has gained thereby 
peace, happiness or greatness. Have 
they not, without exception, been as 
the moth that falls into the burning 
blaze? Have not those seeking the 
“liberty” of saloons, gambling dens 
and the companionship of the un- 


clean, had their wings cli in the 
flames of a quenchless fire 
As you value happiness, peace and 


joy, as you hope for salvation and ex- 


2 not near the haunts of 
vice, ey allure only to destroy. 
Sound the causes leading to 


infidelity and 


ubt, note the actions 
of those who slur the things of 


and you will find that vice has stained 


the y and blotted the soul The 
Holy Spirit of God dwells not in un- 
clean tabernacles; and he who sins 
and repents not, doubts, and he who 
doubts is damned. Oonversely, to 
him that believeth (the things of 
— all thi whether in heaven, 

or hell, will be — — 
Go not, therefore, into the wilderness 
of sin to lean upon broken reeds, but 
hold fast to the “ rod of iron” leading 
to the fruits of eternal life. While 
earnestly seeking for knowledge to 
be found in good books, bear in mind 
the fact that the Holy Ghost is the 
safest and most profound instructor. 
He will bring to your minds things 
past and present, and show you things 
to come. Seek therefore his constant 
fellowship, and his teachings shall 
make you wise, good and great, and 
finally lead you back into the pre- 
sence of your heavenly Father. 


With all the accum wisdom, 
knowl and understanding of the 
world, did the ple know of 


God, | the laws of God until Joseph, the boy 
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prophet, came? In the midst of the 
of modern civilization and en- 
ightenment the Bible was as a sealed 
book. The harmonies of the universe 
seemed confusion, while prof 
ministers taught the doom of ever- 
lasting damnation alike for ignorant 
heathens and innocent children, nei- 
ther of whom had heard of Christ. 
Holding their dupes over the flames 
of an imaginative hell, they pro- 
claimed the hideous doctrine of non- 
redemption beyond the grave. While 
leading red-handed murderers, all 
dripping in the blood of innocence, to 
the hangman’s scaffold, and there pro- 
mising them, as they died, a free pass 
into the bosom of the stainless Christ, 
they preached the consignment of 
unbaptized infants forever to the re- 
gion of the damned! 
Blind leaders of the blind, how 


could they know God and His ways? 


How could they measure His infinite 
love? An ly father, doing with 
his children -what they claimed God 
daily did with His, would have been 
regarded even in the dark ages as an 
unmitigated, merciless tyrant. No 
wonder that such dense ignorance 
should produce the soil of skepticism, 
out of which has grown infidel icono- 
clast, whose intelligent shrewdness 
plays upon the darkness of such un- 

oly doctrines as electricity plays 
upon the blackness of night. oie 
their teachings the loving husband 
and — parted forever at 
the grave! ow awful the thought 
indicated in the mocking manne 
ceremony proclaiming union only 
“until death do you t.” Were 
that all, then indeed would this world 
and its brief joys be but a delusion 
and a snare! But it is not all. In 
heaven there are fathers and mothers 
and children; husbands and wives 


eternally bound ther in the bands 
of love, cemen by holy, sacred 
covenants made on 


earth. 
What a flood of light, what a hea- 


ven of joy, came from through 
His uncultured boy prophet! Until 
he came, this world seemed as a black 
wilderness of woe, beyond which no 
heavenly light appeared. As the sun 
lights from the east to the west, so 
the revelations of Almighty God have 
penetrated the given us 
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comprehension of earthly and hea- 
venly thin This, or a future gene- 
ration, will produce historians whose 
delight it shall be to trace the effects 


essed | among God’s children of the marvel- 


ous light brought in the world in our 
day through the instrumentality of 
the great modern revelator. It was 
indeed a startling declaration to the 
world when he fearlessly proclaimed 


that God ad spoken from the 
heavens! oranee stood amazed, 
while Er hypocrisy raged; but 
the work of human redemption goes 


bravely on, while the meek and poor 
honest 
n you, dear young brethren, 
mu depends. Upon your shoulders 
the Almighty is rolling res 
ties the magnitude of which has never 
been exceeded in any age. The king- 
dom of God revealed by J one w 
be given to no other people. It will 
never fall. Be ye therefore to its in- 
terest and advancement faithful and 
true. Its government is of heaven, 
and under it human liberty and the 
rights of man shall blossom and bloom 
into perfect fruit, for the Gospel of 
Christ is a perfect law of li , 
Why should any dread its — 
Christ is the King, and has not He 
earned the right to the dominion and 
rule of His own? His kingdom is not 
autocratic, neither wholly theocratic. 
It is indeed theo-democratic — the 
voice of God and the sanction of the 
people. Its laws recognize every- 
where the doctrine of common con- 
sent. The Almighty in the beginning 
gave to man the right to exercise his 
own agency. He will never deprive 
him of that privilege, for by no other 
means can he ever develop the god- 
head within him. Those; alone who 
sell their bodies and barter their souls 
to Satan will be in danger of binding 
themselves with chains too strong to 
be broken by man’s love of om 
or by God’s decree of human liberty. 
e who fought the Christ of in 
heaven and was cast down to h 
still forges chains with which to bin 
the souls of men. From the beginnin 
Lucifer was an ambitious t tan 
accuser of his brethren. eavenly 
hosts wept when they saw the misery 
and woe he would work for the in- 
habitants of earth. But the final great 


nsibili- 


J 
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struggle is fast approaching. Let us 
fear not the result, for Christ and His 
people shall conquer N He and 
they conquered there. Pending the 

t day of the Lord Almighty 
et it be your duty, young men of 
Israel, to fast and pray, so that your 
bowels may be full of charity towards 
all men, and tothe household of faith, 
that virtue may garnish thy thoughts 
unceasingly, then shall thy confidence 
wax strong in the presence of 
and the doctrines of the priesth 
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shall distill upon thy soul as the dews 
of heaven. The Holy Ghost shall be 
thy constant companion, and thy scep- 
tre an unchanging sceptre of right- 
eousness and truth, and thy dominion 
shall be an everlasting dominion, and 
without compulsory means it shall 
flow unto thee, for ever and ever.” 

WitFrorp Wooprvrr, 

JoserH F. Samira, 

Moses THATCHER, 


General Superintendency. 


THE AGITATION OF “MORMONISM” IN WALES. 
—0 


Swansea, S. W. July 9, 1888. 
President Teasdale. 


Dear Brother,—You know that for 
some time there has existed an Anti- 
Mormon Association in this vicinity 


which has threatened our peace and | d 


proposed to stay the work of God in 
this city. But thinking that they 
were incompetent to accomplish these 
ends themselves, the local leaders 
arranged for the apostate Jarman to 
deliver a series of lectures in Swansea 
and the immediate neighbourhood, 
commencing on Sunday. morning, the 
Ist of July. 

In order to counteract the influence 
this man might create against us, we 
asked, as you know, that Elder B. H. 


Roberts might be sent to our assist- | charge 


ance. He arrived here on Saturday, 
June 30th, and the following day 
(Sunday) met with and preached to 
the Saints at my residence, and in the 
evening to a crowd in the streets, 
fore the close of the meet - 
in e noisy and somewhat 
boisterous. 

The next day the following accept- 
ance of the apostate’s enge was 
sent to Mr. Bolitho, secretary of 
the Anti-Mormon 
2 in the Cambria uy 


Mr. A. D. Bolitho, Secretary of Anti- 
Mormon Association, Swansea. 


Sir,—I understand that Mr. Jarman, 
who is now in Swansea delivering lec- 
tures under the auspices of your or- 
ganization against the Latter-day 


‘Saints, challenges any or all the 
“ Mormon” missionaries from Utah 
to meet him upon a public platform 
to discuss the doctrines and practices 
of the Latter-day Saints in Utah, or 
refute his statements if they can or 


are. 
I hereby inform you that I accept 
his challenge, and will meet him in 
ublic discussion on Monday and 
uesday nights, or for a greater num- 
ber of nights if it be necessary. 
To facilitate whatever preliminaries 
may be n „I submit the fol- 


lowing propositions as rules under 
which the discussion shall be con- 
ducted :— 


1. That a committee of three gen- 
tlemen be selected to take entire 
of the meetings, one of whom 
shall act as chairman of the discussion. 

2. An admission fee of 3d shall be 
charged, and the proceeds shall be 
used—tirst, to defray the expenses of 
the hall; the remainder to be given 
to some charitable institution in the 
town of Swansea. 

3. Each disputant to have an equal 
portion of time, viz, an hour each to 
open the discussion every evening, 
and then fifteen or thirty minutes for 
rejoinder. 

4. Neither the chairman nor the 
gentlemen of the committee to take 
part in the discussion further than to 
preserve order in the meetings; nor 
shall they use their influence for or 
against either party. ‘ 

5. The subjects for discussion shall 


be as follows :— 


First night : The general character 


| 
* 


of the Mormon 
derers, drun 


le. Are they mur- 
adulterers, eto. 

Second night : The Mountain Mea- 
dows massacre. Was the Mormon 
nsible for it, or did the 
Mormon Church leaders sanction or 
order the crime? 

Mr. Jarman to take the affirmative, 
and I the negative of the above pro- 
positions. 

My reasons for proposing that an 
admission fee be charged are, first, I 
think it but fair that the meetings 
be made to bear the expense they 
create ; and, second, it wi seep out 
of the meetings young boys, and per- 
haps a rough element who might come 
to disturb the meeting. 

All I ask in this discussion is a fair 
field and equal opportunities with my 


copy of this letter will be for- 
warded to the wow d Leader to-mor- 
row, and will doubtless be published. 
Hoping to hear from you at your 
earliest convenience * 


I am, res 
H. Ro * 


Church 


hall nses should be given to some 
charitabl 


e institution, and as he had 
the hall engage 
do but submit ; but we had published 
in the papers a note explaining the 
situation. 

In the meantime we made arrange- 
ment for the 8 of a lecture in 
the Albert Hall on Wednesday even- 
ing. — made 
through papers, and we 10,000 
handbills struck off, and the several 
Elders here industriously circulated 
them in all parte of the town. The 
result was that between eight and ten 
hundred ple were present; and 
the following is an account of the lec- 
ture as published in the Leader :— 


REPLY TO MR. JARMAN. 
ROWDY MEETING AT THE ALBERT 


HALL. 

Taking into consideration the fact 
that Mormonism is at present the 
chief topic of debate in Swansea, it is 
not surprising that the Albert Hall 
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should have been well filled on Wed- 
nesday evening, when Elder B H. 
Roberts attended to lecture on Mor- 
monism, and to reply to some of the 
statements made by Mr. Jarman. Mr. 
E. E Rouse occupied the chair, and 
after a brief introductory — 
called upon Mr. Roberts. Mr. Ro — 
who was met with mingled cries 
“hoo,” “ bah,” and loud applause, pre- 
faced his address by appealing to the 
audience’s sense of justice to give him 
fair play while he made the best at- 
tempt in his power to refute the ex- 
traordinary that had been 
made against the ple whom he 
represented (hear, hear). They had 
been most unjustly assailed, and he 
trusted to that glorious principle of 
which Englishmen were so pro 
the right of an accused man to be 
heard in his defence before being 
condemned—to get a fair hearing to 
defend his people from those attacks 
gy hear, and “ You shall have it”). 
r. Roberts then, in an explicit and 
eloquent manner, proceeded with the 
subject of his lecture. He traced the 
history of the Mormons from their 
first settlement in Utah, the improve- 
ments that had rapidly takenjplace in 
the Great Salt Lake Desert at the 
hands of the Latter-day Saints, and 
said that to-day it presented a state 
of affaira that could not be duplicated 
in any other country in the world (A 
voice: “ We hope not”). He had ex- 
pected that statement, but he would 
prove that it was not a wise one. Over 
90 per cent. of the people in the terri- 
tory owned the rvofs over their heads 
and the lands they tilled, and not only 
so, but their ownerships were absolute 
(applause). That, as he had said, was 
a picture that could not be duplicated 
anywhere else upon the b 
and that one fact alone was a refuta- 
tion of the assumption that these 
people were in the hands of a mer- 
cenary priesthood (hear, hear). Mor- 
monism had been a blessing to those 
who received it even if their hopes for 
the future in that faith should turn 
out to be dust (disorder). He then 
described the geographical position of 
Utah, its relation to the United States 
Government, who appointed its chief 


officials and district inge and said 
that from 1858 there been estab- 


468 
4, Grove-place, Swansea, 
July 1, 1888. 
* No arrangements could be agreed 
N upon, however, ry for Thursday 
night. Nor would Mr. Bolitho con- 
a sent that the in excess of the 
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lished in the vicinity a military post, 
so that if there was any failure on the 
part of the civil authorities, the strong 
arm of the military er of the 
United States could called into 
operation, With these facta before 

em, he called their attention to the 
extraordinary statement made in that 
hall that 500,000 people had been 
mercilessly murdered at the hands of 
the Mormon people (“Ah”). That 
was a little more than one-half the 
number that fell in the great civil 
conflict between the Northern and 
Southern States—and that proud 
Government of the United States, so 
jealous of its position among the 


nations of the rmitted its 
— U to be bu in the most 
utal manner, its honour to be 


dragged through the dust, and had 
not the virtue, the resolution, nor the 

wer to see that the butchery ceased 
hear, hear; and a gentleman who 
was seated in the front: I object to 
my country being run down”), Mr. 
Roberts continued that it seemed to 
him that the man who went before an 
intelligent audience and made such a 
statement could not be short of mad, 
and he was there, as an Euglishman 
by birth but an American by adop- 
tion, to say that such a statement was 
an unmitigated falsehood and incapa- 
ble of proof (uproar). He then read 
amidst considerable confusion and 
frequent interruption the testimony 
of a select committee of the Legisla- 
ture of Nevada, extracted from the 
minutes, upon the general character 
of the inhabitants of Utah, in which 
it was stated that in Salt e City 
intoxication was rarely seen amongst 
the — and scarcely ever amongst 
the Mormons, and that houses of ill- 
fame were unknown in the territory 
(A voice: “You don’t want them 


when you have f wives,” and 
4 — 


“There are paid men 
here”). He proceeded to quote the 
opinions of Bishop D. S. Tuttle, an 
piscopal clergyman, an honourable 
opponent of Mormonisnr; of General 
homas Kane, who had been ap- 
pointed by the Government to inquire 
into charges against them; and of 
Mr. Phil inson, special correspon- 
dent of the Datly Telegraph, and 
author of “Saints and Sinners,” but 


met with such frequent interruption 
that the chairman had to again appeal 
for order. Quiet having been restored, 
Mr. Roberts, in deference to the re- 
— requests of a noisy mob at the 
k of the hall, dealt with the sub- 
ject of the Mountain Meadow mas- 
sacre. He denounced in the strongest 
possible terms the enormity of the 
crime, and asked who was responsible 
for it (A voice: “The Mormons”). 
It did not require much intelligence 
to cry out that, but it would require 
more ingenuity than Mr. Jarman or 
anyone else to prove it 
cheers). It was an accusation that 
been made on many platforms, 
and had been met even in the law 
courts, but in every instance the 
accused had come out unscathed. He 
then read from the court records of 
the trial of John D. Lee, and from the 
72 statement and closing address 
of the prosecuting attorney in that 
remarkable case, a version op at 
variance with that given by Mr. Jar- 
man at Morriston, on Tuesday even- 
ing ; and said that after the Congres- 
sional debates that took 
upon the subject, President 
and those who stood b 
freed from all blame (hear, hear). 
John D. Lee, who had been excom- 
municated from the Church by order 
of a high — had, for the sake of 
booty, induced the Indians to attack 
the party of Arkansas travellera, and 
then, fearing he would be defeated, 
had sent to City and told some 
of the Mormon people that their ser- 
vices were required to defend the 
travellers from the Indians. Some of 
the people went out upon this mis- 
representation, but when they found 
the true state of affairs they returned 
to their homes, and — they 
would be implicated * ved to 
keep the matter quiet. It, however 
leaked out, and John D. Lee at 
his trial and was executed (A voice : 
“ He deserved it”). True, continued 
the speaker, he did deserve it, and he 
t it, and that at the hands of a 
ormon jury (cheers, and interrup- 
tion, during which Mr. Roberts pas- 
sionately exclaimed, “ For the sake of 
humanity alone, hear me in my de- 
fence |”), The interruption at this 
juncture became so great that Mr. 


Young 
him were 
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Roberts could not be heard by the re- 
porters, and after summarising his 
points and recommending them to the 
serious consideration of his heare 
he concluded amidst loud cheers an 
counter-cheers.” It had been an- 
nounced that the nominal admission 
fee of 1d. would be charged, and the 
proceeds given to the Cambrian Insti- 
tution for the Blind; and at the close 
of the address the doorkeeper re- 
rted to the chairman that £2 17s. 6d. 

d been taken. The announcement 
was received with cheers. 

On Thursday, the Albert Hall was 
crowded in every part. By the wish 
of both parties Mr. D. Clement of 
Mumbles, a well-known Christadel ph- 
ian controvertialist, acted as chair- 
man, and by the nomination of the 
meeting Mr. Livingstone, Mr. Craig, 
and Captain Barratt acted as a com- 
mittee to assist the chairman in 
keeping order. 

he Chairman read the question 
and conditions of debate :—The gene- 
ral character of the Mormon people : 
are they murderers, adulterers, drunk- 
ards, etc. The Mountain Meadow 
massacre: was the Mormon Church 
or people responsible forit. Mr. Jar- 
man was to take the affirmative, Mr. 
Roberts the negative, each to have an 
hour’s time divided into half-hour 
speeches alternately, and then fifteen 
minutes each in which to close up the 
discussion. 


The Apostate made his usual | bo 


threadbare statements respecting the 
Saints not being Christians, charged 
them with the sin of — — 
wholesale murders, specially charge 

the Church and Church leaders with 


being responsible for the crime of the 7th 


Mountain Meadow massacre, and 
alleged that indecent rites and cere- 
monies and frightful immorality were 
practised in the Endowment House, 

Eider Roberts, on his part, denied 
these charges, setting his assertions 
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against those of the a and 
then went in for trying the credibility 
of the witness in the case; an 
from the books published by the 
apostate and statements made by him 
during the last few days, he showed 
that Mr. Jarman was not a credible 
witness, and also that he wilfully mis- 
represented the teachings of the lead- 
ing Elders of the Church; that his 
quotations were garbled and mislead- 
ing, and that after all those sermons 
but represented the views of the indi- 
viduals, and the Church was not res- 
ponsible for their personal views. The 
speaker was frequently interrupted, 
and neither the appeals of the chair- 
man nor the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee could secure him a hearing, 
and Mr. Livingstone left the platform. 
Elder Roberts, however, continued as 
best he could in the midst of the up- 
roar and confusion to prove the falsity 
of the charges e against the 
Church and people; yet, so strong 
was the rowdy element that his voice 
was drowned. On the question being 
put to the meeting as to whether the 
charges made against the Mormons” 
had been proven or not, the majority 
voted that they had. And the meet- 
ing broke up in confusion. 

A large crowd followed the Elders 
to their lodgings at my house, and 
there was some shouting and hissing ; 
but nothing further was attempted, 
and neither biin ing nor shouting break 


nes. 

The views of Elder Roberts as to 
the debate, and an explanation of his 
line of argument may be learned from 


the enclosed letter [see pose 499] 
which appeared in the Leader of July 
th. 

We are confident that much good 
will result from the agitation, and 
aay led to inquire into the truth of 
the message we 
brother 


Truly, your 


Davip WILIA. 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 


- (Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


The mercury at St. George is hovering around 102 degrees. 
A snowstorm occurred near Ookeville, Wyo., near the Utah border line, in 


June. 


— 
* 
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There are a great many grasshoppers in certain localities of Cache Valley. 
The Adams Smelter, located near St. George, was destroyed by fire recently. 


Judge Elias Smith, an old and much-respected citizen of Utah, died at his 
house in Salt Lake City, Sunday morning, June 24, 1888. 


On Sunday morning, June 17, 1888, a fire broke out in Main-street, Salt 
Lake City, which caused a loss of nearly $50,000. It commenced on East 
Temple-street, at the rear end of the old Salt Lake House. 


A $15,000 court house is in course of erection at Nephi. John Adams and 
Sons are the contractors. A good school building is also being erected. 
Crops are light, hay especially so. On some of the farms near the town the 
grasshoppers almost entirely destroyed the grain. 


For the purpose of signalizing the fact that it was the sixty-third anniver- 
sary of his birth, a number of friends gathered at the house of Elias Morris, 
Esq., of the Fifteenth Ward, on Saturday evening, 30th June, and spent some 
hours in social converse and pleasant recreation. Among the guests present 
were President A. M. Cannon and Bishop Joseph Pollard. Among other 
gifts which Brother Morris received on the occasion was a handsome gold- 
headed cane, from members of his family. 


There was a peculiar case before Judge Zane on the 30th of June. In Salt 
Lake City some time ago, Mrs. Emma Bryson and her husband became 
separated. She received information that he was dead, and supposing herself 
free she was married to David Lovendale. Since then she learned that her 
former husband was still living, and the second husband instituted proceed- 
ings in the Third District Court to have the last marriage annulled. The 
matter was heard before Judge Zane, and he granted the decree asked for. 


The Tribune of June 28th publishes the following “specials” from Wash- 
ington :—Washington, June 27.—A strong move is being made to secure the 
appointment of J. G. Sutherland to the Supreme Bench of Utah. Congress- 
man John T. Caine is particularly active in hissupport. Mr. Sutherland was 
formerly of Michigan. M. B. Bufford, of Box Elder County, is here urging 
the appointment of Chase of Corinne for Probate Judge of Weber County. 
It is understood that C. W. Baldwin, of Salt Lake, has filed an application 
for the appointment of Judge of Probate of Salt Lake County. The only 
application on file from Utah County for Judge of Probate is that of Dusen- 
berry, a Mormon. 


Lehi is suffering greatly for lack of water this year. It will be by the 
utmost pains that the grain will be saved. The American Fork water has 
decreased in its supply for several years past, but this present season it will 
be lower than ever. The grass land is burning completely up, the ground 
being cracked all over for want of water. Meadow land that formerly yielded 
two tons to the acre, will not give one load to ten acres this season. Meetings 
have been held to adopt plans to save the grain crops. Great trouble is being 
caused by old settlers refusing to allow the people using water from certain 
springs on their land. Arbitration meetings are being held almost every day 
to try and settle the difficulty. — 


— 


472 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JULY 23, 1888. 


“ESCAPED FROM THE MORMONS.” 


— 0 


OnE would think that in this advanced age of education, railroads and tele- 
graphs, it would be impossible for any sane people to credit the wild stories 
told about the Church of Christ and the Saints gathered to the Rocky 
Mountains. Unprincipled men and women taking advantage of the preju- 
dice against the Saints on the one hand, and the curiosity excited by their 
gathering together on the other, publish romances, novels and wonderful 
“escapes” from the “ Mormons,” whom they accuse of every crime in the 
calendar. The book market in America and Europe has been flooded with 
this senseless class of literature. False sensational articles have been written 
for the press, and foolish, unlikely stories have been told to prejudice the 
minds of the people against the important message God has sent in this gene- 
ration. Our Elders have to meet with these falsehoods on every hand, and 
the people seem more inclined to believe a lie than the truth. The Saints 
are accused of being murderers, adulterers, drunkards, ignorant dupes and 
fanatics. We would ask, who is it that brings these false charges against 
the people? At the bar of God it will be proven, if not before, that these 
charges come from a most unreliable source: men and women who are cove- 
nant breakers with God, apostates from the Church of Christ, hypocrites and 
the corrupt in heart. They are very earnest to expos? what they are pleased 
to call “the crimes and abominatiuns of Mormonism.” There is money in 
this kind of business, and that is the god they worship. The columns of the 
press are always open for anything against the Saints, but rarely for them to 
plead their own cause. It is a curious fact that when persons who are in 
the Church, enjoying the Spirit of God, which is the spirit of truth, testify to 
their friends that they know God has restored His doctrine, because they 
have received the Holy Ghost and obtained from God a testimony of its 
truth, and entreat them to investigate the Gospel taught by the Saints, their 
testimony is rejected, and they are scorned and derided; but let them apos- 
tatize and turn away from God and His principles of righteousness, and 
return to the beggarly elements of the world, they are received by the people 
with open arms, and whatever falsehoods, slanders or misrepresentations 
they write or speak, are accredited as being truthful, and on the plat- 
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form, however wild and improbable their statements, are listened to with 
respectful silence or vociferously cheered. 

In the days of Christ and his apostles there existed a similar class of 
defamers, who called themselves anti-Christians. The early Saints were 
charged with every crime, and the prejudices of the people aroused against 
them by misrepresentations, just as it is to-day. And this is the reason why 
the Saints were everywhere spoken against. They were not hunted, mobbed, 
and slain because they were thought to be so pure and holy, but because they 
had so bad a reputation through the false statements made concerning them 
by just such a class of characters as those who malign the Saints to-day, and 
who have such a contempt for the commandment “ Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour.” 

The true life and character of the Latter-day Saints will favourably com- 
pare with the former day saints, or any other class of people in the world for 
faith and godliness, virtue, morality, honesty, or sobriety, their traducers to 
the contrary notwithstanding. The Saints have this great consolation, they 
know they have the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and that Joseph Sa@ith and 
his successors were not blind leaders of the blind, but true servants of 
the living God. They have a living testimony, having received the Holy 
Ghost, they have found the strait and narrow way that leads to endless lives, 
and know they are taught of God. We all have this knowledge, and we tell all 
people if they will believe and worship the true God, repent of their sins, and 
obey His Gospel, they can obtain like knowledge, for it is a gift of God to all 
who honestly obey His doctrine. This knowledge enables the Saints to bear 
the scoffs and frowns of the world, whose inhabitants know not God. They 
can afford to bear the cross and despise the shame for the joy they have in 
the knowledge of God, whom to know is life everlasting. 


Iw the past ten numbers of the Stax our editorial space has been chiefly 
occupied by the subject, A New Witness for God —the Book of Mormon. 
The subject continued beyond the limits it was our intention to confine it to 
when the first chapter appeared. But still, we scarcely deem it necessary to 
make any apology to our readers for continuing it in so many numbers, since 
the importance of the subject justifies the space alloted to the discussion of 
it. We hope the readers of the Star have had their faith strengthened in 
that book through a perusal of these ten chapters, and that they have called 
the attention of their friends to the claims the Book of Mormon has upon 
their belief. There is no book in existence, not excepting the Bible itself, 
around which clusters so many evidences that it is of God. Nor is there any 
book now extant from which the Gospel of the Son of God can be so perfectly 
learned as from this book. Of it the Prophet Joseph when in council with 
the Twelve Apostles in November, 1841, said: “I told the brethren that the 
Book of Mormon was the most correct of any book on earth, and the key- 
stone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by its 
precepts than by any other book.” 

It is our design to give this book a wider circulation than it has had in the 
past, if possible ; and to accomplish that object an edition is being printed at 
this office, which we hope to place upon the market at greatly reduced rates— 
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at a price, in fact, that will bring it within the reach of all the Saints and the 
people generally. Considerable progress has already been made with the 
work, and in a few weeks it will be completed ; and we hope that the Elders 
and Saints will make it a special part of their work to call the attention of 
friends and strangers to it, that the testimony of the ancient prophets of the 
Western Continent may be placed in the hands of this generation. 


THe season for holding open-air meetings in the parks and upon suitable 
corners of the streets is now upon the Elders of this mission, and we hope 
they have nerved themselves up to the task, and are at it with spirit and 
determination. It is difficult to get strangers to attend our places of worship, 
but by holding meetings in the open-air some few at least who have never 
before heard the message will in this way come in contact with it; and it 
frequently happens that fair-sized congregations, numbering several hundreds, 
listen to the Elders. This consideration should encourage the brethren to 
prosecute this labor with vigor, and allow nothing to stand in the way of the 
reasonable performance of this duty. 

Some of the Elders who dread this part of missionary experience and duty 
sometimes ask what good comes of it? is anyone converted to the Gospel 
through it? To which we answer, Yes ; many instances could be cited where 
persons have first heard the message the Elders bear upon the streets or in 
the fields or parks, and following up their investigation have eventually 
accepted the truth. But whether this kind of work results in converting the 
people or not matters little to the Elders. We are here to warn the people. 
Whether they will listen or forbear to listen is something between them and 
their God. It is our part to discharge the duty laid upon us to warn the 
people, and leave the result in the hands of God. 

Moreover, the Elders should remember that the power of the Holy Ghost 
accompanies their words to a greater degree than they themselves realize ; 
and gives a force and a binding effect to them that we little understand. Not 
long since one of the Elders was speaking to a large and intelligent audience 
in the open-air, who were listening with marked attention to his discourse, 
when the following occurred :—Two ladies paused for a few moments while 
passing, and becoming interested in what the Elder was saying they became 
part of his audience, and, if we remember right, remained until the conclusion 
of the services. Soon after they had joined the audience, one expressed a 
wonder as to what sect the men were of. The other replied, “I don’t know, 
but that is good Baptist doctrine he is preaching now ; they must be Baptists.” 
No,“ said a sister standing next to them, they teach the laying on of 
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost, and I think the Baptist do not 
teach that.” Oh, no,” replied the one addressed, they don’t teach that; 
they can’t be Baptists.” “Why,” said a man standing near, and who had 
heard the foregoing conversation, “these men are Mormons, they believe in a 
man having more than one wife!” Well,“ said the lady who had first 
spoken, and who had been listening attentively to the Elder for some 
moments; “I don’t care who they are, or how many wives they believe in 
having ; that man is speaking by the power of the Holy Ghost.” 

There, then, was a case where the Spirit of God bore record to the spirit of 
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a listener that what was said was of God—he was speaking by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. There are doubtless many such cases, but expression is not 


given to the conviction of the heart ; 


but it is there nevertheless ; and the 


Lord will not allow the words of His servants to fall upon the ears of the 
people without giving them confirmation by His own power. Let the Elders 
be encouraged, their labors will not be in vain however careless the crowds 


may appear who listen. 


Recervep rok Manti — John Short, 1s.; Elizabeth 


Short, 18. 


— 


ELDER ROBERTS’ LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE LEADER. 


Sir,—As my voice was drowned on 
Thursday night by the uprvar of a 
part of the audience when I under- 
took to express my appreciation of 
the fairness of the chairman (Mr. D. 
Clement) and the gentlemen of the 
committee, Messrs. Livingstone, Bar- 
rett, and Craig, permit me through 
the columns of your paper to thank 
each of those gentlemen for their 
efforts to secure me a hearing. 

Iam also deeply grateful to Cap- 
tain Barrett, of the Sailors’ Home, 
who insisted, notwithstanding my pro- 
tests, upon my taking — arm — 
accompanying me to my ings, that 
the weight of 
respect for his gre irs might be to 
me a shield from the insults and pro- 
spective violence of the crowd which 
had gathered in the streets and fol- 
lowed me to my house. 

I also take this opportunity of 
thanking those young men—and there 
were quite a number of them—who 
called upon me after my arrival home, 
to express their regret at my not hav- 
ing a better opportunity of defending 
myself and people from charges 
made t us. 

The line of argument which I 
— — and which was objected to 
by those who persistently interrupted 
me, was to show that my opponent 
was not a credible —— — 

upon my a ing to him, 
of 
was te. The whole- 
sale murder, licentiousness, and espe- 
cially of indecency in the Endowment 
House, stood on Jarman’s statement 
alone. Well, now, if I could show 


that this man wilfully misrepresented 
or lied as to other matters of fact in 
connection with this controversy, it 
would prove that his statements in 
relation to the Endowment House, 
and his alleged crimes of the Mormon 
people were also unreliable. 

y Opponent has repeatedly stated 
in his lectures here that he escaped 
from the Mormons and fled into the 
mountains 12,000 feet above the level 
of the sea, where he lived for four 
months among the lions and tigers, 
and laid about in the trees, living like 
these animals, on berries, etc., until a 
fall of twelve feet of snow in one 
night drove him down. Now, take 
that statement—and hundreds here 
have heard him make it—and examine 
it in the light of facta. Salt Lake 
City is in the 42nd degree north lati- 
tude, In that latitude at an elevation 
of 9,000 feet you are—according to 
Haswell’s Engineers’ and Mechanics’ 
Pocket-book, 37th edition, page 128— 
in a line of perpetual frosts; and fir, 
the hardiest of trees, ceases to grow 
in the temperate zone at an altitude 
of 6,700 feet. (Ibid) Yet, at an alti- 
tude of 12,000 feet in the line of per- 
petual snows and frost this man Jar- 
man is laying about in the trees for 
four months, living on berries, and on 
the most friendly terms with lions 
and tigers, which we have always 
been taught inherited the jungles of 
the tropics only. The man who will 
make such statements as these, so at 
variance with the well-known facts, 
before an intelligent audience must 


expect that intelligent le will 
arrive at .the — his 
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escape from the lunatic asylum was 
unfortunate; he should have waited 
until a cure had been effected. The 
exploits of Sinbad the Sailor, or Jack 
the Giant Killer are as nothing com- 
pared with the performances of this 
man. 

He has repeatedly stated that the 
Mormons have murdered 500,000 peo- 
ple in Utah, and I quote your own 
report of his remarks in Moriston :— 
He alleged that the Mormons fre- 

uently murdered their wives and 

ildren, and — that — — — — 
strange to people in Engian at 
such deeds were not found out, and 
the murderers gore to justice; but 
this was easily explained by the fact 
that the whole of the officials of the 
State were members of the Mormon 
Church, and the chief justice of the 
peace bad given the people to under- 


stand that anyone who would shoot 


detractors of their religion should not 
be punished” (Leader of 4th inst.). 
The italics are mine. I have proven 
in my speeches here that Utah is as 
much under the contrul of the United 
States general Government, and has 
been since 1850, when the Territory 
was Organized, as any crown colony 
England has; that the President ap- 
pointed the governor, all the judicial 
Officials, except probate judges and 
justices of the 8 and that Con- 
gress claims the right and passes 
whatever laws it deems necessary for 
her territories, notwithstanding the 
local legislation ; so that practically 
the general Government has the su- 


preme executive — tive, and judi- 
cial authority in the Bantery,: and | 
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And now, any man who will in the 
face of all these well-known facts, 
that the Mormons commit murder 
Wholesale, and then say further that 
they can’t be brought to justice be- 
cause “the whole of the officials of 
the State were members of the Mor- 
mon Church,” is such a consummate 
liar that he is unworthy of belief 
when he alleges unnameable filthiness 
as taking place in the Endowment 
House or anywhere else. 

George T. Curtis, the leading Con- 
stitutional lawyer of America, in a 
letter to Messrs. Gay Bros., who have 
eg published a work, “ What 
the World Believes,” in which the 
Mormons are allowed to represent 
themselves (Mr. Curtis's letter was 
given to the press of the United 
States by Messrs. Gay Bros.), says :— 
“ Certain it is that the Mormon reli- 
gion has been accepted by intelligen 
educated, and refined men an 
women, and it has been to them all 
that any religion has been to the most 
sincere and énlightened of its be- 
lievers. This indisputable fact is what 
makes it (Mormonism), in my view, 
so interesting and important a study. 
And that statement alone will give 
the lie to the alleged indelicacies 
Jarman may describe as connected 
with the Mormon religion. 

As to the result of the discussion I 


am content. Knowing that as preju- 
dice and ion shall subside, and 
the truth be inquired into, myself and 


my ple will be held guiltless of 
the — alleged against us Paul had 
the truth when at Athens, notwith- 


standing the le drowned his voice 
appoint nearly all the offi and | with the cry, “Great is Diana of the 
ey are all non-Mormons, and ever | Ephesians.”—Respectfully 
have been with one or two exceptions. B. H. 18. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 
Willard Oity, U sio labors. Knowing that the 
June Bainta love be few lines from 
ose whom the ve 80 kindly en- 
Dear Brother,—By reading the | associa in the family circle and 


Stak, I have observed that it has 
become a custom for the Elders, on 
their return from a mission to Great 
Britain, to give a sketch of their mis- 


our ing w me, 
cheerful present oppor- 
tunity of penning you a brief report 


| 
around the sacred >) remem- 
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of my labors during the past few 


years. 

It may not be uninteresting to go a 
little —— back and refer to my 
mission among the Lamanites, to 
which I was called six years ago last 


April. The Lamanites of Northern | rel 


Utah and Southern Idaho, havin 
obeyed the Gospel and partially earne 
the benefits of cultivating the soil, 
rearing cattle, building homes, etc., 
were desirous that their children 
should be educated, and to that end 
erected a schoolhouse, and 3 
our late beloved President John Tay- 
lor for a missionary teacher. The 
result was that your humble servant 
was called to that office. Trusting in 
God and believing in inspiration, I 
left a good situation, and commenced 
my labors amongst the House of 
Israel. Devoting myself to teachin 
the Lamanite children the Englis 
language, the art of reading and 
writing, and giving them lessons in 
morality, industry, etc, I had the 
satisfaction of seeing many of them 
make commendable improvement. 

Although laboring—as is the custom 
of Latter-day Saints missionaries— 
without a salary, the Lord blessed me 
with increase of property, family, 
knowledge, and, I trust, wisdom. 

After spending nearly four years 
with that branch of God’s covenant 
people, I was released from that mis- 
sion, and shortly afterwards appointed 
to go to Great Britain. When set 
a an apostle of Jesus Christ pro- 
mi mea pleasant journey to my 
native land, friends, necessaries, and 
many blessings while there, and a safe 
return to my mountain home. What 
was then prophecy is now history. I 
rejoice in being permitted to testify 
to the truth of our Father's promises 
made through His chosen servants, 
and toexhort others by my experience 
to trust in God. 

Arriving in Liverpool May 1, 1886, 
was appointed to labor in the Nor- 
wich the direction 
of Elder A. V. Call, that summer was 
pene in visiting relatives, preaching 


Gospel, and collecting genealogies. 

the —＋ I was tolerably success- 
ful; several of the clergy * 
assisted me in ing records an 


obtaining names of my ancestors, and | and 
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supplied me with refreshments. 
ere inquiries were made concern- 

ing my faith and occupation, answers 

were truthfully given, and we had 

some interesting conversations. 

In October, 1886, Elder Call being 


eased, I was appointed to preside 
over the Norwich conference; and I 
had much pleasure there in visiting 
the Saints, preaching to them and to 
strangers, writing to newspapers, dis- 
tributing tracts, and in various ways 
seeking to warn my fellow-men that 
God has spoken, and requires of man- 
kind to repent, obey the Gospel, and 
flee from impending judgments. 

About the Ist of October, 1887, I 
was appointed to labor in the London 
under the direction of 
President Henry Ballard, and was by 
him appointed to travel in the East 
London district. There I did not do 
much preaching to strangers, but 
spent my time in visiting, trying to 
comfort and encourage the Saints, and 
conversing with inquirers whenever 
an opportunity was afforded me to 
do so. I also assisted in defending 
the Saints from the scurrilous attacks 
and infamous lies of William Jarman 
and his unreasonable followers. 

This spring I accepted with joy the 
rivilege of returning to my mountain 
ome ; and I feel a satisfaction that 

the little company of Saints that 
sailed from Liverpool May 19th, as 
well as my acquaintances in England 
will never regret their association 
with me. 

The greeting received on my arrival 
here from family and friends can be 
fully understood and appreciated only 
by those who have been long absent 
from loved ones. I baptized only a 
a few individuals while on my mis- 
sion, and I know not how many have 
been convinced of the truth through 
my efforts. I have no miraculous 
escapes to record, nor very remarkable 
encounters to narrate ; but it is cheer- 
ing to know that I have uniformly 
tried to do my duty. Earnestly have 
I pleaded with those professing to be 
Saints to prove themselves followers 
of Christ by self-denial, by sacrifice 
for the Gospel’s sake, and by love for 

ow, W thanking my brethren 
sisters for the many deeds of 
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kindness they have shown me; while 
raying our Heavenly Father to abun- 
dentin bans them with the comforts 
and necessaries of life, with bis Holy 
Spirit for their guide, and to enable 
them to obtain means to gather to 
Zion; I also entreat to seek after that 
spirit of brotherly kindness which 
makes God's children one, and dis- 
tinguishes the disciples of Christ from 
all other people. “This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another 
as I have loved you;” “ But if ye for- 
give not men their tres neither 
will your Father forgive your tres- 
passes; “Except ye are one ye are 
not mine ;” and many similar passages 
are the words of Him who spake as 
never man spake, and they are just 
as binding upon us as Thou shalt 
not kill,” “ Thou shalt not steal,” etc. 


Some are worrying over the trials of | 
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the Saints and are fearful about 
gathering; but if they could witness 
the lightheartedness of the people, 
and see the blessings we are enjoying, 
they would think that the Saints are 
not much afraid. To those who think 
in their hearts that they can remain 
longer in the world and escape trials 
here, let me say,—Beware, lest Bae 
delay too long, and the time 
come ew ol — will weep and — 
over n 
warnings disregard 

With love to all at 42, and to the 
Elders and Saints throughout the 
mission, desiring to continue to labor 
as well as pray for the redemption 
and welfare of Zion,—I am your 
brother in the everlasting covenant, 


James J. CHANDLER. 


MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT HOCKLEY HAI, HUNTER’S VALE, BIRMINGHAM, JULY 1, 1888. 


Uran Elders present: President Geo. 
Teasdale, of the European Mission; 
John E. Clark, from the Liverpool 
Office; 28 Orton, President of, 
and M. H. Dalley, G. H. Baugh, G. 
Fi. Jarvis, and H. C. Barrell, Travel- 
ing Elders in the Birmingham Con- 
ference. 


Singi Prayer by Elder J. E 
ingin er er J. 
Clark Singing. 

The Presidents of Branches reported 


the condition of the Branches com- 
posing the Conference and their la- 


bors. 

Elder Dalley reported the Hereford 
District; Elder the Wolver- 
hampton; and Elder Baugh the North- 
ampton District. The reports showed 
that the Saints were endeavoring to 
live their religion and sustain the 
work of God, while those who had 
endeavored to make a profession were 
not so zealous, and some had become 
quite indifferent. In some localities 
there was a spirit of investigation, 
but, as a rule, the people had no dis- 
position to accept the testimonies of 
the Elders. ) 


mighty had again restored the Gospel 
to the earth, and had commenced to 
= His people from the nations. 
t was necessary that the Saints should 
use their energy and abilities for their 
popes and welfare in the kingdom 
of To always keep in view the 
rinciples God had revealed, as it was 
y obedience to His laws we prove 
our willingness to serve Him. 
President Teasdale said God had 
again organized His Church on the 
earth, und restored His priesthood 
never more to be taken away. God 
had not revealed any principle that 
was non-essential. e could not 
obey a and be justified, but as 
the Lord revealed His will to us we 
— to obey — be justified. * could 
only prove the possession of a genu- 
ine faith by our compliance with His 
laws. Adopting the principles of the 
l we were ey working out 
our own salvation. ferring to the 
principle of gathering, he said it was 
a commandment of and those 
who were in a position to comply 
with that requirement should do so, 
otherwise they avery experience loss 
i intmen 


Elder Jarvis testified that the Al- | and 
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Singi Benediction by President 
— 


2-30 
Singing. Prayer by Elder H. 
Dalley. Singing. 

The Sacrament was administered 
by Elders Barrell and Baugh. 

The General and Local Authorities 
were then presented and unanimously 
sustained. 

The Statistical and Financial Re- 
ports for the half year ending June 
30, 1888, were read and accepted. 
The former showed there were 11 
Branches in the Conference, contain- 
ing 1 High Priest, 4 Seventies, 38 El- 
ders, 10 Priests, 11 Teachers, 12 Dea- 
cons, 254 members; total officers and 
members, 330. Baptized, 14, emigra- 
ted, 22 adults and 7 under 8 years of 


age, 1 dead. 

President Orton bore testimony to 
the divine mission of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and of the efficacy of 
the pel the Saints had embraced 
to save and redeem mankind. It was 
the duty of the Saints to Ir the 
interests of the work of God and sus- 
tain the institutions of heaven; they 
should seek to understand the things 
of God and live exemplary lives, or 
they could not attain to the way 
of eternal life. God had set in His 
Church the same authority as an- 
ciently—viz, apostles, prophets, 
tors and teachers; they were His 
ministers, and those who desired His 
salvation must obtain it through this 


source. 

Elder Clark realized the necessity 
of the of * — 
teach the things of the kingdom o 
God, for no man could know the 
things of God only by the Spirit of 
God. The message the Elders have 
to bear to the people is one of peace 
and good will towards all men; it did 
not comprise a faith and doctrine in- 
vented bY man, but the pure princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ, and in 
consequence of the Saints being in 
possession of these choice principles 


479 


they were hated by the world, because 
they were not of the world. The doc- 
trine of Obrist had never been popular 
with the world. The Saints would 
obtain salvation by their individual 
efforts. We should gather to Zion to 
learn the will of God more fully, and 
to escape the judgments that will 
overtake those who reject the message 
of God. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder 
Jarvis. 
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6-30 2 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Joseph 
Orton. Singing. 

Confirmation of two members who 
had been baptized. 

President Teasdale occupied the 
evening on the necessity of present 
revelation. The doctrine of Christ 
could only be taught by authority, 
and the ordinances of the Gospel be 
administered in power, to bring the 
promised knowledge of the truth. 
The condemnation of the people at 
the second coming of the Messiah, 
would be that they knew not God be- 
cause they had not embraced His doc- 
trine, but had preferred the doctrines 
of men and the worship of idols. His 
discourse occupied seventy-five min- 
utes, and in conclusion he exhorted the 
Saints to faithfulness, and earnestly 
besought the strangers present to in- 
vestigate the doctrines taught by the 
Saints, and to inquire diligently of 


Singing. Benediction by Elder 
Dalley. 

There was a good attendance at 
each meeting; a good spirit prevailed; 
the different speakers were blessed 
with much freedom and the power of 
testimony in declaring the truths of 
the Gospel, which were listened to 
with strict attention by the congrega- 


tion. 
The choir, under the direction of 


Elder Plimmer, well, their efforts 
being much appreciated by the con- 
gregation. 


Epwarp E. Horn, Clerk. 


We are surrounded by motives to piety and devotion, if we would but mind them. 
The poor are designed to excite our liberality; the miserable, our pity; the sick, our 
assistance; the ignorant, our instruction; those that are fallen, our helping hand. In 
those who are vain, we see the vanity of the world; in those who are wicked, our own 
frailty. When we see good men rewarded, it confirms our hope; and when evil men are 


punished it excites our fear. 
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